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JANUARY 1987 


BULLETIN 


Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 


The 197th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held at 


CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 


Wednesday, January 28, I 987 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM FOR JANUARY: Tonight our speaker will be Mr. Brad 
Hooper, who will present a program on the Baha’i World 
Center in Haifa, Israel. The Baha’i faith has been es¬ 
tablished in Haifa for many years, and the tomb of the Bab, 
Mirza All Mohammed—one of the two modern prophets of the 
Baha'i faith—is one of the most beaultiful buildings in 
the world. Its dome is covered with 12,000 leaves of gold, 
and the interior is filled with rich Persian carpets. 
Surrounding it are exquisite gardens filled with ornate 
statues, vases, and decorative ironwork. Mr. Hooper, a 
member of the Baha'i faith, will describe the Baha'i World 
Center and explain its significance. Bring a guest to 
hear this outstanding program! 


R gAP OF DECEMBER MEETING: The 196 th meeting of INSI was called to order by President 
TV b AiK G fT e M S a ein ,’ Wh ° invited Herbert Lippitz to introduce the speaker of the evening, 
A1 £ ert Had T7- r^fbssor of Computer Science at the University of Chicago, to 
Inched P rea ? nted and exhibited a wide variety of "World-wide Synagogues on Stamps." 
Included in his presentation were the first Israel airmail series, a German souvenir 
Jewish 7jTe m0 f a “S er lfo synagogues on charity labels, a Hungarian series depicting 
from th^Weth \ S S a Ch 4 a L 1 e 7° S contalners > fcWdish cups, and Torah shields, and stamps 
Belgium Also ^b-^a 11 ’ u? aln ’ Luxelrtur e- Panama, India, Togo, Poland, and 

oo=f o a A1 ?Sm P b U ed Were 3 B nal B 'rith-created set of 1st day covers, Israel 
P., ar s * charity labels, and some Einstein and Maimonedes mementos. The 15 
«ve n p^gram attendance thanked Dr. Madansky for his interesting and informa- 


SH0W AMD TELL: Harry Flower led off with a complete set of Hanukka 
tokens.from the Franklin Mint, a set of coins from San Marino 
including.one depicting Albert Einstein, and a silver proof 50 
Gulden coin from the Netherlands Antilles commemorating the 250th 
| anniversary of the Synagogue of Mikve Israel-Emanuel Congregation. 
Igrb gp t Hubert displayed a book, The Bible Through Stamps . Herb 
Ll££Ltz showed a complete set of thi' Akko coini~of Israel, a~b^k 
P^hi • /Ynagogu, e ?» ^empo^^ published by the Jewish 

Publication Society, and a new hannukialr—one of a kind—made of 
Universitv of Town aser-laminated plastic by a non-Jewish sculptress at the 

-,/L i y °V Boj^Greenstem brought some of the new U.S. bullion coins- the 

1/10, and 1 ounce gold and the 1 ounce silver. Bob Leonard exhibited an erased 
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1950 nickel issued by the Cook County Central Democratic Committee in honor of the 
Jefferson Jubilee and Democratic National Conference in Chicago, May 1950, that 
mentioned Colonel J. M. Arvey, Chairman. He also brought a copy of the Sentinel 
History of Chicago Jewry 1911-1951 , which has an extremely lauditory chapter on 
Colonel Jacob M. Arvey, "considered by many to be Chicago's first, Jewish citizen" 
and "'one of the great Jews of our age.'" Several members related anecdotes of 
Col. Arvey from personal knowledge. 

BUSINESS: I 987 dues are due. They may be sent to Joe Sporn at Box 427. 

COIN ORDERS: We are not taking coin orders for the I 986 Hanukka coins. 

MEETINGS; A list of future meetings will appear next mont h. 



Details of the Coins 


Cat. No. 

va°r 

Metal 

Diam. Weight 
(mm) (g) 

Edge 

Max. 

Qb- 

22015372 

2 New 
Sheqalin 

1 850 Proof 

37 28.8 

milled 

11,000 

22016302 

1 New 

850 B.U. 

30 14.4 

smooth 

11,500 














OF ILLINOIS 


FEBRUARY 1987 BULLETIN Box 427. Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 198 th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held at 


CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 


Wednesday, February 25, 1987 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY: We are very fortunate 
to have arranged a very special and timely 
program: Hr. Barry J. Beitzel, Professor of 

Old Testament and Semitic Languages at Trin¬ 
ity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, 
will address us on "A Tell el-Amarna Centen¬ 
nial." El-Amarna—the ancient Akhetaten—was 
the capital of Egypt during much of the reign 
of the Pharaoh Akhenaten, 1353-1335. It was 
rediscovered 100 years ago, in I 887 . Found 
there were the famous Amarna Letters, diplo¬ 
matic correspondence in cuneiform between 
Amenophis III, Akhenaten, and Tutankhamun and 
vassals and rulers in Canaan and elsewhere. 
The centennial was celebrated by a symposium 
at the Oriental Institute earlier this month. 
Come and enjoy this fine program! 



RECAP OF JANUARY MEETING: The 197th meeting of INSI was called to order by President 
Robert Greenstein, who introduced the evening's speaker, Mr. Brad Hooper. Mr. Hooper, 
a member of the Baha'i faith, presented a very professional audio/visual slide presen¬ 
tation entitled "The Baha'i's and the Holy Land." Focussing on the historical evolution 
of this religion and their efforts towards justice, it sparked many questions among the 
membership. Mr. Hooper explained the long association of the Baha'i religion with 
Haifa and their plans for futher development of Mt. Carmel. He responded gracefully to 
each question. In attendance were 14 members and guests. 


SHOW AND TELL: Robert Leonard exhibited a cut 
wr gold coin of the Crusades (12th century), known 
only as a cut fragment, and two cut square 

? silver Arabic coins, perhaps Ayyubid half dir¬ 
hems of the 13 th century. The cut gold pieces 
are found in the north of Israel and in Tripoli. 
Also shown were an Ayyubid silver dirhem and a. 
Crusader imitation of the same type with an in¬ 
correct date, also 13 th century, Herbert Hubert : 
showed two examples of the first Israel state 
medal in color, the "Searchers for the Messiah" 
medal in bronze and 26 mm silver, which bear an 
original lithograph by Moshe Castel. Born in 
Jerusalem in 1909> Castel is descended from a 
family which came to the Holy Land about 500 years ago. 
He is considered to be one of the founders of modern 
Israeli art. Herbert also displayed a bronze Simon 














Weisenthal medal Issued by the U.S. Mint. 


BUSINESS: The membership was solicited for ideas to commemorate our 200th meeting 
in April. Several excellent ideas will be studied further. 

PERSONALS: Congratulations to member Saul Needleman for his fine article "On the 
Edwardian Expulsion of the Jews from England" in the Nov.- ! c. I 986 issue of The 
Shekel . And congratulations also to member Harry Flower for his article "Numismatic 
Tributes to Albert Einstein" in The Numismatist for January and February, I 987 . If 
you would like a reprint of this article in booklet form, write the ANA; Harry says 
that they will publish one if there is sufficient demand. Harry's picture (along with 
that of member Bob Leonard) appears in The Numismatist for February on page 372; both 
received Honorable Mention exhibit awards from the Chicago Coin Club. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS: Programs planned through the remainder of 1987 include: 

March 25 Mrs. F. Shay, owner of Titles, Inc., Highland Park, Ill.—"The Hunt for 
Old Book Titles" 


April 22 or INSI 200th Meeting. We have just learned that Morris Bram will be unable 

April 29 to attend because his wife, Lena, is in failing health and now resides in 
a home. We are attempting to arrange a speaker from the Israel Government 
Coins and Medals Corporation, North American office. Further details will 
be provided when available. 

May 27 LCDR Richard Struempler, NDSL, Great Lakes, Ill., a Mormon—"Judaic Origins 

of Mormonism" 

June 24 Dr. Robert W. Romberg, NDSL, Great Lakes, Ill.—"Survey of Irish Coinage" 


July 22 Special Slide Presentation 

August 26 Special Slide Presentation 

September 23 Speaker to be announced (from Solomon Schecter School) "The art of a 
Torah Scribe" 


October 28 Annual Donated Auction 

December 9, Annual Chanukkah/Christmas Party 
16 , or 23 

It is possible that one of the spring meetings may be changed to April in order to 
insure that we will have an outstanding program for our 200th meeting. Our hearts 
go out to Morris and Lena, and we hope that they will be comforted by the thoughts 
and prayers of their many friends around the world. 









IsRc\eL Tlumisnutic Society 


OF ILLINOIS 

MARCH 1987 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 199th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, March 25, 1987 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR MARCH: Tonight Mrs. F. Shay, owner of 
Titles, Inc., Highland Park, will speak to us on 
"The Hunt for Old Book Titles." Mrs. Shay pur¬ 
chased some of Maurice Spurtus's library, and pro¬ 
mises to advise us on how to locate rare books on 
Judaica, history, and other subjects. This should 
be an especially interesting program for all the 
bibliophiles in our club. Come, and bring a fel¬ 
low booklover with you! 



RECAP OF FEBRUARY MEETING: The 198 th meeting of INSI was called to order by President 
Robert Greenstein at 8:15 p.m. with 12 members in attendance. Due to the sudden ill¬ 
ness of our scheduled speaker, Dr. Barry J. Beitzel, his program will be rescheduled 
for a later time if possible. In its place, Robert Greenstein—a professional numis¬ 
matist of long standing—gave a very informative, off-the-cuff presentation on the 
current state of the U.S. investment coin market. Bob described the principal coin 
grading services operating today, ANACS and PCGS, and explained that PCGS has now 
almost completely dominated the market with its innovations of sealed "slab" coins 
and guaranteed buy prices provided by registered market makers who are pledged to buy 
a reasonable number of graded coins at their quoted price. He mentioned that, unlike 
ANACS, PCGS will not grade coins with artificial surfaces (whizzed, cleaned, or re¬ 
colored) or rim damage that would be hidden by the coin holder that they use. (Bob's 
firm is one of only two PCGS dealers in the entire Chicago area.) He also explained 
the numerical grading system now used by both services, mentioning that each applies 
it differently ANACS tends toward "technical" grading (actual state of preservation: 
wear, number of bagmarks, scrapes, etc.) while PCGS emphasizes "eye appeal" (sharpness 
of strike and quality of luster). The firm Bob is with is hooked up to a computerized 
coin quotation system operated by Sam Sloat which allows them to see the top five buy 
and sell prices on each coin, and the quantity offered or accepted in each case, thus 
allowing them to judge the depth of the market and not just rely on a single price. 

Bob mentioned that he is now appearing on "Ask An Expert" on Channel 26 every Thursday 
at 9:30 a.m., responding to viewer's questions about coin investment. His presentation 
stimulated many questions from the members present, primarily about the controversial 
numerical grading system now used for uncirculated coins, which Bob fielded with good 
grace. We are indeed grateful for Bob's in-depth knowledge of this field, which allowed 
him to present such an excellent program despite having only a few hours' notice. 

SHOW AND TELL: The only exhibitor for the evening was Robert Leonard , who brought sev¬ 
eral items relating to what was to have been the ancient Egypt theme of tonight's pro¬ 
gram. The first was announcement folders and a catalog of the exhibition of Ramses II: 
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The Pharaoh and His Time, which he had seen the week 
before at the Jacksonville Convention Center in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Bob described the highlights 
of this exhibit, which is not as rich as the Treasures 
of Tutankhamun exhibit of ten years ago but still well 
worth seeing. One of them is a pair of lapis and gold 
bracelets decorated with a pattern composed of gold 
granules; others were a gold collar weighing 19 
pounds and a matching gold vessel and gold basin used 
by Pharaoh Psusennes I to wash his hands. An Egyptian 
water clock and cubit measuring rod are also shown. 

Bob also brought a cubit rule he had bought at the 
exhibition gift shop, comparing it to a "Roman ruler" 
and old foot rule. The Roman foot, slightly shorter 
than the English foot, was almost exactly equal to 4 
palms of the Egyptian Royal Cubit; the standard cubit 
of the Bible was equal to 6 palms, compared to the 
Egyptian Royal Cubit of 7 palms. Finally, Bob showed 
an ancient Egyptian artifact, a Neolithic (or pre- 
dynastic?) flint scraper found in Egypt in 1940 and 
purchased by Bob in England last September. Several 
members added comments about their own travels in 
Egypt at the conclusion of Bob's exhibit. 


COMING ATTRACTIONS; At press time the program for April—our 200th meeting—is not 
determined. We will meet either April 22 or April 29. On May 27 we have arranged for 
a different program on "Judaic Origins of Mormonism" from the Mormon viewpoint. And 
on June 24 we will hear a "Survey of Irish Coinage." Member exhibits are most welcome 
at all of these meetings. 


INSI BRIEFS 


A Judaic Numismatic Bibliography, Part 3 
by Robert Leonard 


Palestine and Israel 


28. Schuman, Edward: The A.I.N.A. Guidebook of Israel Coins & Medals , Tamarac, 
Florida, I98O—a handy guide, but prices are very outdated (too high). 

Judaic Medals and Tokens 


29. *Haffner, Sylvia: Judaic Tokens & Medals (edited by Nathan Sobel), New York, 

1978—the "red Haffner," the only source for many issues (sports medals, Arabic 
medals and tokens, kibbutzim tokens, and some other early tokens, but discoura- 
gingly incomplete in some areas. Still available from A.I.N.A. for $10. 

30. *Friedenberg, Daniel M.: Great Jewish Portraits in Metal , New York, 1963* 

31. *Friedenberg, Daniel M.: Jewish Medals from the Renaissance to the Fall of 

Napoleon (1503-1815) . 

32. *FLower, Harry: Tokens & Medals issued by Israel Numismatic Societies , Tamarac, 

Florida, 1984. 

























- 3 - 


33. Kisch, Bruno, M.D.: Jewish Community Tokens, A Neglected Field in Jewish 
Numismatics , article in Historica Judaica , XV, 1953—the only reference on this 
subject known to me. 

Bibliographies 

34. *Clain-Stefanelli, Elvira: Numismatic Bibliography , Munich, I 985 —the most ex¬ 

haustive and current bibliography there is, with over 18,000 entries even I am 
in it! Worth the $75 price. 

Nonnumismatic Sources 


35. The Sentinel: History of Chicago Jewry 1911-1961 , Chicago, I 96 I—helpful for 
identification of Chicago area Jewish tokens and medals during this period. 

36 . Chicago Sentinel: Chicago Jewish Community Blue Book , Chicago, 1918—exhaustive 
reference for Chicago area Jews and Jewish institutions for 1918. A copy is in 
the Highland Park Public Library. 

37* Postal, Bernard and Koppman, Lionel: A Jewish Tourist's Guide to the U.S. , 

Philadelphia, 1954—a history of Jewish pioneers in every state, with a compre¬ 
hensive listing of Jewish institutions and synagogues. 

(concluded) 



MRE MINT ERROR REPORTED ON "HANUKKIYA FROM ALGERIA” PROOF COINS: A letter to sub¬ 
scribers of the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation from Eliezer Shiloni, 
dated February, I 987 , contains the following paragraph: 

It has been drawn to my attention, by the Bank of Israel, that a very few silver proof “Hanukkiya from Algeria" 
-•01ns may show a slight unevenness on the edge. Any subscriber owning such a coin may return it to our 
Corporation for replacement. Postage and insurance will be refunded. 

If past history is any guide, the "uneven edge" proof "Hanukkiya from Algeria" coins 
a premium and should not be returned for the common variety—assuming, 
of course, that the error is sufficiently obvious. Is this the first Israel commemo¬ 
rative coin to be officially recalled by the government? 

















IsRAel HumismAtic Society 
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APRIL 1987 


BULLETIN 


Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 


THE 200TH MEETING OF THE ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS (iNSl) WILL BE HELD AT 



CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, April 29 , 1987 8:00 P.M. 


PROGRAM FOR APRIL; We were very fortunate 
to be able to reschedule the program that 
was planned for February: Dr. Barry J. 
Beitzel, Professor of Old Testament and 
Semitic Languages at Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School in Deerfield, will speak 
on "A Tell el-Amarna Centennial." El- 
Amarna—the ancient Akhetaten—was the cap¬ 
ital of Egypt for much of the reign of the 
Pharaoh Akhenaten, 1353-1335* It was re¬ 
discovered 100 years ago, in 1887* Found 
there were the famous Amarna Letters, diplo¬ 
matic correspondence in cuneiform between 
Amenophis III, Akhenaten, and Tutankhamun and 
vassals and rulers in Canaan and elsewhere. 

A special numismatic souvenir of our 200th 
meeting will be given to all in attendance! 



RECAP OF MARCH MEETING: The 199 th meeting of INSI was called to order by President 
Robert Greenstein at 8:15 p.m* with 12 members in attendance. Bob introduced Bob 
Leonard, who introduced the speaker of the evening, Mrs. Florence Shay, owner of Titles, 
Inc. of Highland Park, dealers in rare and valuable books. Though her program was 
entitled "The Hunt for Old Book Titles," Mrs. Shay began by saying that she would not 
tell us how to find rare books—she didn't know, and wouldn't tell customers if she 
did! She obtains rare books primarily from libraries that she purchases, or buys at 
auction. 


On the subject of Judaic books, she mentioned that Maurice Spertus had thousands of 
art books, which were all shipped to a library in Israel in special cases. His other 
Judaic books were donated to Spertus College. So she had nothing of Judaic interest 
from his library, nor any antiquarian Judaica either (no one in Chicago specializes in 
this) other than an early 18th century Ladino text, which she sold for $150 to a rabbi 
in Brooklyn—-but he never paid! However, she exhibited several titles of Judaic 
interest at the meeting: A first edition of Menahem Begin's The Revolt . 1951, with an 
autographed picture of Begin (worth $125); Royte Pomeranzen . a book of Yiddish humor 
transliterated into phonetic English. Though not exhibited, Mrs. Shay mentioned that 
the Limited Editions Club has several nice books on the Yiddish theatre. And in response 
to a question, she mentioned that the Arthur Szyk Haggadah in the velvet case is worth 
$ 7,000 now; the "popular editions" are worth only $150 or less. 

Regarding valuation and investment in books, Mrs. Shay said that the finest condition 
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books appreciate the most (that means with dust jacket) and that private press books 
are very collectible right now (these are of fine quality and made in limited editions, 
like proof coins). To get an idea of the value of your books, she recommended 
American Book Prices Current , Bookman's Price Index , and U.S. Iana by Howes. The last 
book is not itself a price guide, but tells how to distinguish first editions from 
later editions. Mrs. Shay's presentation provoked many questions from members about 
their books. At the conclusion, she was presented with an A.I.N.A. Educational Award. 

SHOW AND TET.T.; The first exhibitor was Harry Flower , who displayed two numismatic 
tributes to Albert Einstein that are unlisted in his article of the same title. The 
first was a recent medal by the Russian-American medallist Alex Shagin and the second 
a medal by the Portuguese medallist S. Del Novanta. Harry also showed an album con¬ 
taining the original photographs used to illustrate his article in The Numismatist 
and the original manuscript for his article, both returned to him by the A.N.A. The 

next exhibitor was Robert Leonard , who showed 
a $1-- token issued by Don the Beachcomer, a 
Polynesian restaurant formerly located in 
Chicago, and told its story as gleaned from 
Chicago Confidential and History of Chicago 
Jewry . This place—a "celebrity hangout"— 
was owned by Mike Fritzel and Joey Jacobson. 
Both men are prominently mentioned in History 
of Chicago Jewry . Though Vacketta lists this 
token asanR6, the consensus at the meeting 
was that it is not as rare as that. Bob also displayed a token of L. Levy, 501 19th 
N. (where?), an advertising note of Rosenberg's credit clothiers, Syracuse, N.Y. (good 
for $1.00), and a damaged copy of Neal's History of New England , 1747, containing an 
account of Captain William Phips recovery of treasure, including bags of pieces of 
eight, from Spanish wrecks. Our third exhibitor was Hunt Unger , who showed a set of 
Purim "half shekel" (half pound) coins I96I and 1962 in a plastic case that he had 
acquired years ago. He remarked that they are now worth only one quarter what he paid 
for them. Robert Greenstein , the next 
exhibitor, showed the new Hanukka dou¬ 
ble mint set of Israel and a set of 
Hanukka silver coins (without the "un¬ 
even edge" variety of the 2 new sheqa¬ 
lim) . Our last exhibitor, Joe Spom , 
brought three rare antique books in 
conjunction with the evening's program. 

The first, Miscellaneous Tracts , 1702, 
listed the names of Jews executed by 
the Inquisition for practicing Judaism 
(a valuable book for students of Jew¬ 
ish genealogy, but very expensive). 

The second, Annual Register of the Year 
1758 , contained an account of the 
French and Indian War which mentioned 
General Braddock in very unflattering terms. The third was a play by Ben Johnson, 
Seianus and His Fall , published in I606. The merit of this book is not in the.play 
itself, which hasn't been performed for centuries, but in the list of "tragoedians"- 
actors—who performed it in London: one of them was Will. Shake-speare. 




PERSONALS: Congratulations to member Saul B. Needleman for his fine article, "The 
Farthing as an Economic Necessity" in The Numismatist for April 1987. 

























IsRAeL Hurm$mc\tic Society 


OF ILLINOIS 

MAY 1987 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 201st Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, May 27, 1987 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR MAY: Tonight we will hear a most un¬ 
usual program, "Judaic Origins of Mormon," pre¬ 
sented hy LCDR Richard Struempler, Executive Offi¬ 
cer of the Navy Drug Screening Laboratory, Great 
Lakes, Illinois. LCDR Struempler, a member of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, will 
explain his belief that the American Indians and 
the prophet Mormon and his ancestors were actually 
Jews descended from the tribe of Manasseh. (Mor¬ 
mon gold coins like the one pictured all have a 
quotation from Exodus.) Come and hear this inter¬ 
esting presentation! 



RECAP OF APRIL MEETING: Our 200th meeting was well attended, with 15 members present 
in addition to the speaker. We were glad to see some old friends who hadn't been by 
lately. Come again, all our meetings are as interesting as this one was! Robert 
Greenstein called the meeting to order shortly after 8:00 p.m. and introduced Robert 
Leonard, who introduced the speaker of the evening, Dr. Barry J. Beitzel, Professor 
of Old Testament and Semitic Languages at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in 
Deerfield. Dr. Beitzel presented a fascinating program on the Tell el-Amarna tablets, 
the centennial of whose discovery was observed with a symposium earlier this year. 

The Amarna tablets were discovered accidentally, Dr. Beitzel said, by an Egyptian 
woman who was looking for fertilizer (the old clay of the tablets makes excellent 
fertilizer), They were shipped to a dealer in antiquities by packsaddle on the back 
of a mule, and perhaps 50% of them disintegrated before reaching scholars. Even now, 
some of the tablets are privately held, he said, and are lost to study. Only 400 
documents are known. He passed around "squeezes"—museum replicas—of two cuneiform 
tablets, including one with an envelope (to prevent alteration, the same inscription 
was written on an envelope and the tablet sealed within it, so that if a question of 
alteration arose the envelope could be broken and the tablet examined). (These were 
other texts, but similar to the Amarna tablets.) 

Amarna itself is not really a tell (mound), said Dr. Beitzel, as the site was occupied 
for less than 20 years before being abandoned. Rather, it was the ancient Akhetaten, 
capital of Egypt under the heretic king Amenophis IV, who changed his name to Akhenaten 
early in his reign and built the city in his fifth year. Akhenaten died of natural 
causes in his 18th year and was succeeded by—it was argued at the symposium—his widow, 
Qpeen Nefertity, A cylinder seal found by an underwater archeologist and presented at 
the symposium confirmed a tomb inscription suggesting that the beautiful Nefertity was 
the actual Pharaoh of Egypt for two to three years. She was succeeded by her son 
Tutahkhamum—the famous "King Tut"—who restored the capital to Thebes in his second 
year. 








One of the intriguing aspects of the Amerna tablets is their reference to the "hapiru" 
attacking the Egyptian vassals in Canaan. It has been thought by some that this is an 
early reference to the Hebrews. But Dr. Beitzel reported that this theory has been 
pretty well demolished. For one thing, the words are very different: "Hebrew" is 
written with an ayeen, "hapiru" with a hay. Also, Egyptian distinguishes between p 
and b. References to the hapiru are found all over the Middle East from the 21st 
century B.C.E. down to the 9th century, and the Exodus must have occurred well before 
the 9th century. Professor Beitzel believes that "hapiru" must have had a meaning 
similar to "bandit" or "foreigner." 

A copy of the Tell el-Amarna Symposium program was passed around by Dr. Beitzel. At 
the conclusion of his presentation he was warmly thanked by the membership, and was 
invited back for the January meeting to speak on maps of the Holy Land, a special 
Interest of his. 


Each person in attendance was presented with a numismatic souvenir of the 200th 
meeting, an obsolete 10 sheqel note, Series of 1973. overprinted "ISRAEL NUMISMATIC 
SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 200th MEETING APRIL 29, 1987." 


SHOW AND TELL: Our first exhibitor was Don Oppenheim , who showed four interesting 
antique maps: an 1826 English map of the Holy Land, a 1762 French map of the Holy 
Land, an 1839 French map of Europe and the Middle East, and an 1867 American map of 
Palestine. He was planning to send these maps to Israel, where they bring much 
higher prices than in America. On the earlier maps, the Dead Sea was shown incorrectly 
due to the limited geographical knowledge of the time. Saul Needleman was the next 
exhibitor, with a two-volume set of Josephus published in 1777 (Vol. I) and 1778 (Vol. 

II). Saul explained that he had searched for a long time for this particular edition, 
finally obtaining it from Florence Shay of Titles, Inc., our March speaker. It lacks 
certain Christian additions that Saul found unhistorical and offensive. He also showed 
a copy of the April I 987 Numismatist containing his article "The Farthing as an 
Economic Necessity." Robert Leonard was the third exhibitor; 
he showed a Babylonian cuneiform tablet from Ur III, 2038 
B.C.E., which is much older than the Amarna tablets, two 12th 
century coins having a reversed "S" as a type, a copper piece 
from Antioch (Schl. Ill, 16) and its apparent prototype, a 
denaro from Siena, Italy (found in Turkey), and last a chart 
published by the Ashmoleon Museum, Oxford, showing the relative bronze and iron ages 
in Europe and the Middle East. Our last exhibitor was Norbert Jericho , who brought a. 

set of Israel Liberation state medals, including 
two with "balloons"—raised plugs caused by 
striking from dies that had been invalidated 
by drilling holes in them. These medals, Kagan 
SM-le in bronze and SM-lf in silver, are rare, 
with mintages of 553 and 386 respectively. 
Norbert also displayed the rare Historical 
Holyland Token, with its curious error date of 
1977. Less than 300 of this mysterious token 
are known to exist, Norbert said. 




PERSONALS: Congratulations to Bulletin editor Bob Leonard upon INSI's.receiving the 

AINA award for the best monthly newsletter. AINA board member Donna Simms presented 
the award to Harry FLower on behalf of INSI at the Greater New York Coin Convention 
May 2 (see page 3 ). Bob pinch-hit for Harry in March 1983 when Harry became ill, and 
following Harry's resignation has completed four years as editor with this issue. 
Members Saul Needleman and Bob Greenstein have helped immensely over the years with 
meeting minutes, printing, and publishing of the Bulletin. And other members have 
contributed "INSI Briefs" from time to time (more are welcome!). Thanks to all 
members who have helped INSI to receive this coveted award! 
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WINNER OF THE 1986 AMERICAN ISRAEL NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION AWARD FOR BEST CIDB BULLETIN 


IsracL Xlumismatic Society 


OF ILLINOIS 

JUNE 1987 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie. Illinois 60076 

The 202nd Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will "be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, June 24, 1987 8:00 P.M. 


PROGRAM FOR JUNE: The speaker for the evening will "be Dr. 

Robert W. Romberg, who will tell us about the Hiberno-Norse 
coinage of 11th and 12th century Ireland, followed by a sum¬ 
mary of "gun money" and republican Irish coinage. Dr. Rom¬ 
berg is a graduate of the University of Illinois (PhD, 1982) 
and the University of Wisconsin (B.S.). He began collecting 
U.S. "pennies" as a child and continues his interest in pen¬ 
nies—but now of the Hiberno-Norse variety! Bring a friend 
and let a friend bring you to this unusual program. 

RECAP OF MAY MEETING: In a continuation of the strong speakers program fielded by INSI 
this year, 15 members and guests heard LCdr. Richard Struempler, MSC, USN, speak on the 
connection between Judaism and the Mormon church. This connection is based on a claim 
of descent by Mormons from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob by way of the tribes of Manasseh 
and Ephraim through Joseph. 




Following the dispersion of some Judaeans by the Babylonians and establishment of the 
Judaean diaspora in Babylonia, another group of Judaeans under Lehi, a descendant of 
Manasseh and the first personage mentioned in the Book of Mormon, together with his 
sons Nephi and Laman, fled into the desert (about 600 B.C.E.) where a vision advised 
him of the necessity of maintaining good records. Nephi and Laman returned to Jerusa¬ 
lem where Laman obtained brass plates on which they found recorded the writings of 
Moses, relating to Judaic law, as well as the writings of the Prophets and other im¬ 
portant records. With Lehi's death, a struggle for leadership resulted in Laman's 
death. The plates remained with Nephi as the Nephites and Lamanites eventually 
reached the Indian Ocean. From thence they sailed across the Pacific Ocean to reach 
present day Central America. The two groups struggled against a repeating cycle of 
Prosperity, Chastisement, and Righteousness—and against each other. In a final bat¬ 
tle (circa 400 C.E.) between the Nephites and Lamanites, the Nephites were destroyed 
and the Lamanites eventually became the various Indian tribes of the Americas. The 
last two historic prophets, Mormon and his son Moroni, wrote—on plates of gold—an 
abridgement of the writings of the Biblical prophets (the brass plates) which grad¬ 
ually were converted into the Book of Mormon. 


The present day church was founded in Fayette, N.Y. by Joseph Smith, Jr., to whom the 
gold plates were revealed by the resurrected Moroni. Joseph Smith translated the 
plates from the reformed Egyptian hieroglyphics in which they originally were written 
into their present form. Persecution of the early followers of Joseph Smith in New 
York, Missouri, and Illinois led the Mormons to flee to the far west, into Utah, under 
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Brigham Young. In Utah they founded Salt Lake City, which remains the headquarters of 
the church to this day. 

Cdr. Struempler drew an analogy "between the Salt Lake Valley and Israel in that one has 
Utah Lake (fresh water) joined to the Great Salt Lake "by the Jordan River, and the 
other has the Sea of Galilee joined to the Dead Sea hy the Jordan River. 

Cdr. Struempler related that, as a member of the Mormon church reaches a point of per¬ 
sonal comfort, he may apply to a bishop of the church for a "blessing." This "bless¬ 
ing" consists of receiving a document of several pages which describes, among other 
things, a lineage for the individual member. Thus some join the Tribe of Manasseh 
through adoption; i.e., their blessing indicates that they are an adopted son of this 
tribe. But others are told that they are blood descendants. Cdr. Struempler said that 
his blessing revealed that he was a blood descendant of the Tribe of Ephriam, though he 
did not explain how this could be, as he believed himself to be of German descent. At 
the conclusion of his presentation, Cdr. Struempler was thanked by President Robert 
Greenstein for his enthusiastic and unusual program. 

SHOW AND TELL; Harry Flower opened the exhibits with a gold mine certificate for 100 
shares at $2.00 each, issued in 1920 by the Northhite and Yosemite Go. He also dis¬ 
played a 1920 Dutch Zionist medal in gold issued to commemorate the San Remo confer¬ 
ence, and a catalog of Dutch Judaic medals illustrating this piece. Don Oppenheimer 
brought a copy of Coin World with a picture of Harry Flower accepting the best club 
bulletin award on behalf of INSI at the Greater New York Coin Convention in May. Two 
political buttons were featured by Ben Odesser . They were for Korshak and Elrod, both 
prominent Jewish politicians from the Chicago area. He also displayed a beautiful 
book, Jewish Iconography by Alfred Rubins, which was inscribed for him by the author. 
This book was published in 1959 in a limited edition of 500 copies. June 1987 marked 
the 78th anniversary of the visit of the U.S.S. Nashville to Chicago. 

The Nashville was the first ship to fire a shot in the Spanish-American 
War. Saul Needleman showed a Chicago Numismatic Society medal of 1909 
commemorating the visit. In addition, Saul showed a merchant token of 
England picturing Clifford's Tower at York, to which the Jews of York 
fled in 1124 during a killing spree by local barons who could not (or 
would not) repay loans obtained from the Jews. Enticed out of the to¬ 
wer by promises of safety, the Jews were massacred. A memorial plaque stands at the 
base of the tower. In keeping with the theme of the evening, Robert Leonard showed 
and described five books and pamphlets cataloging Mormon coins and currency. These 
included Private Gold Coins and Patterns of the United States by Donald H. Kagin, Ph.D., 
the 1982 Pricing Supplement to this book, Kimmell's Analysis of Pioneer Gold (a pri¬ 
vately-published guide to auction appearances), Mormon Money by Sheridan L. McGarry, 
and Mormon and Utah Coin and Currency by Alvin E. Rust. Bob told the story of the 
Mormon banknotes of Kirtland, Ohio: though these notes were signed by the Prophet, 
Joseph Smith, Jr. and Sidney Rigdon (co-founder of the Mormon church), the bank failed 
the following year, 1837* But Joseph Smith prophesied that—though worthless now—one 
day these notes would be as good as gold. In 1849 this prophesy was fulfilled when 
the church, flush with contributions of California gold dust, had these notes counter¬ 
signed by Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, and Newel K. Whitney and issued them at par, 
backed 80$ by gold dust. Thus it is possible to own a single document signed by the 
two most famous Mormons, Joseph Smith and Brigham Young. 

NEW BUSINESS: After many years of having (what we felt was) the best club bulletin, 
we were finally recognized by AINA with the Best Club Bulletin Award for I 986 , which 
was presented to Harry Flower at their convention last month. The award was given to 
Editor Robert Leonard for safekeeping. Bob reminded the members of the short original 
articles that the Bulletin used to carry and invited everyone to submit articles to him 
again for every issue. Editor’s note: In honor of receiving this award, at the sug¬ 
gestion of Saul Needleman we have returned to the masthead of 10 years ago. We'll try 
to maintain our quality of reproduction so that we can continue to use this masthead. 


















- 3 - 


COIN ORDERS: The new Independence Day coins on the theme of 20 years of United Jeru¬ 
salem were announced and orders were taken. There will he a 10 New Sheqalim gold 
(maximum mintage 4,000), a 2 New Shaqalim silver proof, and a 1 New Sheqel silver BU. 
Those who missed the meeting have until June JO to order from AINA or the IGCAMC. An 
official piefort mintset and two new state medals are also being offered. 

PERSONALS; The club wished Bob Leonard good luck in his new position with Mitek Sys¬ 
tems. Bob is the new Midwest Regional Manager for this company, which makes computer 
interconnection equipment. 


INSI BRIEFS 


Are the Irish Jews? 
by Robert Leonard 

After hearing last month why it is that the American Indians are Jews, in the light of 
this month's program on Irish coins it may be well to enquire whether the Irish are 
Jews also. And, as it turns out, they are. The ancient Irish historians trace the 
descent of the Irish kings from a Princess Tamar Tephi who came to Ireland with Jere¬ 
miah the prophet about 580 B.C. Jeremiah 43, 5-7 describes the flight of Jeremiah, 
Baruch, and Johanan with the king's daughters to the land of Egypt. Tamar is the name 
of a daughter of king David (I Chronicles 3» 9)» so other royal daughters may have 
borne this name in later generations. Other than that, the Bible is silent on these 
claims. 

This has not prevented the construction of a fine genealogy supporting the Jewish an¬ 
cestry of the Irish, a portion of which is reproduced below. But what does this have 
to do with the Norse kings of Ireland? Not much, because the Norse kings never claimed 
to be Jews, though their Irish subjects (as least the royalty) did! 
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OF ILLINOIS 
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BULLETIN 


Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 


The 203rd Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, July 22, I987 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR JULY: The speaker for the evening will be our own 
Dr. Saul B. Needleman, who will discuss certain aspects of the 
Jews in medieval England and their effects on English numisma¬ 
tics. Saul, a longstanding member of INSl, has published sev¬ 
eral articles on English coinage in The Shekel , The Numismatist. 
and history journals. He specializes in English pennies and 
farthings. Come and hear this original and scholarly program! 



RECAP OF JUNE MEETING: Dr. Robert Romberg of the Navy Drug Screening Laboratory at 
Great Lakes, Ill. presented a survey of Irish coinage before a record audience of 22 
members. By 900 C.E., the Vikings (Norse) had invaded all of Ireland paralleling the 
Danish occupation of England. Coinage began in Ireland about 995 under Sihtric III 
who had both Irish and Norse ancestry. For about 150 years, coins of the Hiberno- 
Norse series were essentially modelled after the coins of Aethelraed II of England. 
These coins are classified in general according to style; 
those of Phase I show a bust of Sihtric left with the 
name of the king and of the mint town (DYFLM or DYFLK = 

Dublin) clearly readable. During subsequent phases (II = 

1020-1025, II = 1030-1055, and IV = 1055-1066) the let¬ 
tering becomes increasingly corrupt and meaningless and, 

after Phase II, the striking quality was increasingly _ 

poor. Through the first six phases, the bust style remained essentially unchanged 
but the phases are distinguished by slight variations in design: addition of hands 
to the reverse during Phase III, addition of a crozier or crook before the bust in 
Phase VI (1095~lli0) similar to the use of the scepter on English coins, and various 
arrangements of pellets and annulets on obverse and reverse. Phase V (1065-1095) 
coins are of several types, all copies of contemporary English coinage, and Phase VII 
(after 1110) are very thin bracteates or semi-bracteates with similar bust/cross de¬ 
signs; these are exceptionally rare with no more than a total of 60 pieces of all 
types known. 



After the Norman invasion, Ireland was subject to English rule and the coins assumed 
the general style of contemporary English coins. John was appointed Prince of Ire¬ 
land at age 12 and became King of England and Ireland at age 33 at the death of his 
father, Henry.. Through the reign of John and the next several kings, the coins of 
Ireland were distinguished from those of England by the use of a triangle (rather 
than a circle) to enclose the portrait, and by the name of the mint towns, Dublin 
(DIVE) and Waterford. Coins of the Edwards are identified by the use of one or two 
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pellets. The long cross replaced the short cross and the coat-of-arms shield gradual¬ 
ly displaced the cross reverse at about the same time as this occurred in England. 
Henry VIII coins can be dated by the initials of his wives, i.e., 1530, HR (Rex); 1531i 
H*A (Anne); 1536, H*I (Jane); and 15^* H*K (Katherine). His coins were the first to 
bear the harp design (derived from the hand of Philip III coins?) with reference to 
Ireland. 

Early coins of James I bear the title: King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland 
while later issues refer to Great Britain in place of England. A highly varied coin¬ 
age emerges during the Charles I and Cromwell periods and during the time of troubles 
in Ireland. Portraits often are omitted in favor of crowned initials (C.R. - Carolus 
Rex) or a cross obverse and a denomination (? - five shillings)reverse. The St. 
Patrick and Wood's coinages, prepared originally for use in Ireland but used in the 
American colonies instead, arose during or just after this period. 

Gun money was a unique coinage prepared under James II from scrap brass, copper, and 
gun metal to pay the army raised to help him recover the throne of England. The 
pieces are dated by month and year to facilitate promised future redemption by silver. 
No redemption actually ever occurred. 

No coins were minted for Ireland between 1823 and 1928 when coins of independent 
Ireland first appeared. Designs were based on suggestions by the general population. 
The first pieces carried the country name as saorstAt iireann. This was changed to 
£ire when the Irish Free State was proclaimed a republic, beginning with the issues 
of I 939 . Simple design changes as well as inclusion of designs drawn from old Irish 
manuscripts were made in 1971 with the conversion to the decimal system. 

An AINA Educational Award was presented to Dr. Romberg for his excellent and informa¬ 
tive presentation. 

SHOW AND TELL: Saul Needleman began the Show and Tell with a token related to the 
speaker's topic. He showed a farthing merchant token of copper issued by Cannock, 
White & Go. of Dublin and Grok. The obverse had a young bust of Victoria, left, with 
the name of the company replacing the royal titles. The reverse had a legend identi¬ 
fying the company as drapers, with the Dublin address. Harry FLower asked for an in¬ 
terpretation of the inclusion of a nude female figure on the reverse of a medal of 
Einstein which he had shown on previous occasions. The final exhibitor was Don 
Oppenheim , who showed two amulets purchased in Israel. One in the shape of a hand is 
thought to be a modern copy of an 18th century Polish piece. The second, a rectan¬ 
gular piece, is a modem amulet of Iran. The supposed Hebrew writing on both was 
corrupt but intended to ward off Ein Hora (the Evil Eye). 

BUSINESS: The committee is still working on a suggested program for a Great Lakes 
Regional Seminar. The report will be ready at the July meeting. 

Myron Tiersky remarked on the organization "Yiddish Sons of Erin," who wear green 
yamulkes and march in the St. Patrick's Day parade in New York. 

The rising cost of producing the club bulletin will necessitate a review of the bud¬ 
get and a raise in dues, which have remained stable over most of the life of the club. 

Our annual donated auction is scheduled for the October 28th meeting. We will need 
plenty of donations—and buyers . 


INSI has regular meetings scheduled for July, August, and September. Gome—and 
bring a friend! 
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AUGUST 1987 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 


In Memoriam 

Morris Bram 
1909 - 1987 



INSI joins in mourning the passing of Morris Bram, founder and President of the American 
Israel Numismatic Association. Morris was truly "Mr. Israel Numismatics," and most of 
us have many fond memories of him. 

Morris is shown here installing 
our officers for 1975 on the oc¬ 
casion of our Third Annual Award 
and Installation Dinner, January 
19> 1975. From left to right are 
past President Robert Leonard, 
past President Dr. Saul Needlemar^ 

President Robert Greenstein, Mor¬ 
ris Bram, past President Stewart 
Koppel, Leo Hecht, and past Presi¬ 
dent Dr. Morris Goldberg. The 
photograph was taken by the late Dr. Alan Feinberg. In Morris's memory AINA has esta¬ 
blished the Morris Bram Memorial Find, to which INSI will make a contribution. Dona¬ 
tions from individual members are solicited and will be added to the club's contribution. 
They may be sent to Robert Greenstein, Lakeshore Numismatic Investment Corporation, 5 
Revere Drive, Northbrook, IL 60062 or taken to the September meeting. 

***FLASH***FLASH***FLASH: The August meeting has been cancelled due to conflict with 
the ANA Convention in Atlanta; so many of our members are attending this show. 
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It is very unusual for the ANA Convention to conflict with our meeting, but it does this 
year and several of our members will be attending this show. Consequently, only a 
handful would be expected for our meeting. Two slide programs had been reserved, but we 
can obtain them again for a future meeting. 

RECAP OF JULY MEETING: The meeting was called to order by President Robert Greenstein 
with eight members present. He promptly introduced our Speaker, Dr. Saul B. Needleman, 
who spoke on the origin of European Jewry with special reference to the Jews in medieval 
England and their influence on English numismatics. Saul began with the earliest contact 
between Romans and Judeans at the time of the decline of the Seleucid empire, beginning 
with the deputation of friendship to Rome sent by Judas Maccabee circa 161 B.C.E. A 
second deputation was sent by Jonathan in 143 B.C.E.; as a result of these contacts, 

Jews were made citizens of Rome and began to settle there. In the 1st century C.E., 
Jewish suttlers followed the Roman armies into France and Germany. Additional migra¬ 
tions followed after the Jewish-Roman War and the Bar Kokhba War. Similar settlements 
occurred in Spain, but at a slightly later time; Jewish culture florished there until 
Jews were driven out by the Inquisition in 1492. At this time, the Jews were invited 
to Amsterdam—which they helped make the economic center of Europe—and later to Den¬ 
mark (but there they were confined to the provinces of Holstein and Schleswig, not 
Denmark proper). 

Small numbers of Jews are recorded in Anglo-Saxon England as early as the 7th century. 
However, most came with William the Conqueror in the period 1066-1085. By 1130, there 
was a major Jewish community in London and 20 recognized communities in the country. 

In the 1100' s Aaron of Yorlr—now proved to have been a moneyer—was the most prominent 
Jew in the country. But in 1124, there was a treacherous massacre of Jews at Clifford's 
Tower at York. Still, a number of Jewish moneyer's names are found on coins of this 
period (Aaron, Peres, Iacob, Peris, and possibly Iefri, for example) and it is thought 
that some of these men were Jews. At this time, Jews were the bankers and tax collectors 
to the kings of England. 

But in 1290 Edward I expelled the Jews from England. Their real property confiscated, 
they left for France, the Low Countries, and Spain. Notwithstanding this order, it 
seems that there were a half dozen Jews in London in 1310, and as many as 100 in 1609, 
though they were not officially readmitted until 1655. From an exhaustive study of 
Williamson's Trade Tokens Issued in the Seventeenth Century a number of probable Jewish 
token issuers were detected, most of them after 1655 to be sure, but possibly furnish¬ 
ing further evidence of a larger Jewish population in England than previously supposed. 
They include Abisha and Achier Brocas of Exeter (bookseller and coffee house, 1667-9)» 
Barack Norman of Snow Hill, London (no date), Moses Bruch of Windson (apothecary, 1666), 
John Pares of Leicester (1666), and Solomon Barnard and Solomon Bonner (1653 and no 
date). With the formation of the Commonwealth of England, Rabbi Manasseh Ben Israel of 
Amsterdam petitioned Oliver CromweXL for admission of the Jews to England (I650). After 
years of hearings, Gromwell lifted the ban and permitted Jews to return in 1655. The 
next year, the first synagogue was constructed and the Jews of England were back in the 
open once more. 

Dr. Needleman was warmly thanked for his interesting and original presentation. 

SHOW AND TELL: The only exhibitor was Robert Leonard , who displayed two U.S. tokens of 
Jewish interest. The first was a bronze token of admission to the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum, apparently from c. 1959 when it first opened, and the second was a personal token 
of Alan R. Brotman. Bob explained that the first Brotmans to come to America settled in 
south New Jersey from Eastern Europe in 1882. A village near Vineland dating from the 
time of these agricultural settlements is named Brotmanville. 

BUSINESS: Our next meeting will be September JO to avoid a conflict with Rosh Hashanah. 
The October meeting will be a donated auction; come and bring your donations! 
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IsRael Humismatic Society 
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SEPTEMBER I987 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 204th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will "be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, September 301 1987 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER: This year the California 
Association of Token Collectors held a contest, 
running through September 1, 1987> the object of 
which was to assemble a date set (month and day) 
for the entire calendar year, using dates found 
on tokens and medals of the U.S. and Canada, sub¬ 
ject to certain restrictions. And the winner 
with 317 out of 366 possible dates, for a prize 
of $237.75—was our own Bob Leonard. Tonight, 

Bob will speak to us on "Collecting Tokens and 
Medals by Date," exhibiting his collection of 
these pieces and telling the story of this in¬ 
teresting contest. Come and hear this program 
and put some fun back in your collecting! 

In addition, Bob will give a brief report on Israel numismatics at the ANA Convention 
in Atlanta. Other members who attended this convention are invited to present their 
impressions also. 

As usual, refreshments will be served at this meeting. Bring a friend and an exhibit! 




COIN ORDERS: Unfortunately, the deadline for ordering the new Jericho coin set is 
September 30, the night of our meeting. If you wish to order these coins through the 
club, contact Bob Greenstein before the meeting. Otherwise, you may order through 
AINA or the Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation. 


MORRIS BRAM MEMORIAL FUND: Bring your contributions to the September meeting or send 
them to Robert Greenstein, Lakeshore Numismatic Investment Corporation, 5 Revere Drive, 
Northbrook, IL 60062, 

PERSONALS: Congratulations to Bob Leonard, who spoke on "Club Newsletters" (what else?) 

at the Local Coin Club Operations panel discussion at the Numismatic Theatre during the 
ANA Convention, August 26. Bob is also a contributor to Gregory G. Brunk's American 
and Canadian Countermarked Coins , just published, and is mentioned in the IAPN's 
Numismatics - Witness to History , I986, in William Christensen's chapter, also with a 
contribution on countermarked coins. 
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The 205th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 


Wednesday, October 28, 198? 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER: Yes, once again it is time for our 
annual Donated Auction! A major source of funds for INSI, 
the Donated Auction is a lot of fun as well. Donations of 
both numismatic and nonnumismatic items are invited for 
this event: coins, medals, tokens, stamps, chicken tags, 
postcards, books, artifacts, glassware, wine, or any white 
elephants you may have—almost anything that may be sold 
to another member would be appropriate. And come prepared 
to buy...INSI raises just about as much from this auction 
each year as it does from dues. Come prepared for a lot 
of fun and bargains, and bring a friend! 



We will have our usual Show and Tell exhibits and refreshments at the meeting. 


RECAP OF SEPTEMBER MEETING: The meeting was called to order by President Robert 
Greenstein with a gratifying 16 members and guests in attendance. We were delighted 
to welcome back former member Aaron Kaplan after an absence of over two years! Bob 
introduced our speaker, member Bob Leonard, who spoke on "Collecting Tokens and Medals 
by Date." Bob explained that he saw a notice in the IKO-TAMS Bulletin (for collectors 
of tokens from Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio) that the California Association of Token 
Collectors was holding a contest to celebrate their 30th anniversary. The object was 
to assemble a complete date set (month and day) for the entire calendar year, using 
dates found on any type of token, medal, or tag from the United States and Canada, 
subject to certain restrictions. A different item had to be collected for each date, 
items had to be dated (if they were dated) I986 or earlier, they had to fit in a 2x2 
envelope, and only six pieces per month could be included of wooden nickels, elongated 
coins, football or other sport schedule tokens, love tokens, and souvenir trade tokens. 
There was a prize of $1.00 per date—or $366—if the entire set was completed, and 750 
per date if it was not. The deadline was September 1, 1987» and all entrants had to 
be registered by August 1. 


Bob explained that he thought he had a good chance to win this contest because he has 
collected souvenir trade tokens for many years and has a large collection, and all of 
them show dates of redemption, of the celebration, etc. And he thought he could fill 
in a lot of dates from wooden nickels, President coins, Statehood tokens, etc. at a 
low price. He looked for cheap tokens in visiting coin stores in his travels around 
the country and at local bourses and antique shops, and had a lot of fun in the process, 
as he had become so specialized that he could rarely find anything he needed for his 
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regular collection any more. He also sent for lots of 100 different elongated cents 
and 50 different wooden nickels, but was disappointed to find very few dated pieces 
that he needed in these cheap groups. He also purchased two lots of sports schedule 
tokens from collectors of these, but most of the items in his set were collected one 
or two at a time. By the deadline, he had assembled 317 different dates and was de¬ 
clared the winner, for a prize of $ 237 . 75 . Bob exhibited his "collection," highlight¬ 
ing the six Judaic pieces in it, and a six-page catalog of it that he prepared. (This 
same collection and catalog was exhibited at the California token show in September.) 
Anticlimactically, he found out that he was the only claimant for the prize among only 
four entrants, despite publicity in all the token organizations and Coin World ; appar¬ 
ently the other entrants were scared off by Bob's periodic inquiries as to the status 
of his competition, as he was told he was far in the lead from the beginning! 

At the conclusion of his presentation and a number of questions from members, Bob was 
thanked for his program by President Greenstein. 

SHOW AND TELL; The first exhibitor was Ben Odesser , who brought two interesting items: 
The first was a very rare token or medal commemorating the 2nd Zionist Congress, held 
in Basle in August, I 898 . It showed portraits of Theodore Herzl and four other Zionist 
leaders and legends in both Hebrew and Yiddish. Much interest was shown in this re¬ 
markable piece, including suggestions as to the identity of the other leaders. The 
second item was a transportation token from San Antonio good only on September 13» 1987 
for a round trip by bus to hear the Pope. It was sold for $3.00. This attractive 
aluminum token had an excellent likeness of Pope John Paul II. Harry Flower was the 
second exhibitor, with a collection of Judaic tokens in keeping with the theme of the 
evening. These tokens were displayed in plastic pages by theme: contribution tokens 
of the United States and Israel; Israel telephone tokens; tokens of orphan homes; Jew¬ 
ish personal tokens; American-Jewish business tokens; testimonial dinner tokens; Jewish 
hospital tokens; Jewish coin dealer business tokens; and Jewish political tokens. This 
was a very fine collection of Judaic exonumia, with many scarce and interesting pieces 
represented. Saul Needleman was the next exhibitor. He displayed two Eng¬ 
lish tokens that he acquired on his recent visit there. The first was a lead 
token found by a "mudlark" on the banks of the Thames; it is uniface and de¬ 
picts an anchor. It was apparently issued in the 17th or early 18th century. 

The second token was a copper farthing, I 669 , from Sherborne in Dorsetshire, 
inscribed "FOR THE POOR." Saul also brought his mystery token inscribed "15 
CENTIMES/AMERIQUE LAN 1824." This large brass token has defied all efforts to attri¬ 
bute it; Saul took it to the British Museum Department of Goins and Medals this time, 
and they studied it for two hours before giving up. Herb Lippitz was next, and dis¬ 
played the complete set of the new United Jer¬ 
usalem gold and silver coins, 1, 2, and 10 New 
Sheqelim. He remarked that the denominations 
seem to be disguised on these coins with highly 
modernistic figures. Herb also exhibited the 
new piefort mint set. The last exhibitor was 
Don Oppenheim , who showed a "love token" style 
broach made from an 1893 Columbian half dollar; 
it had an HAL monogram engraved on one side. Don bought it at the GNA Convention in 
Calgary, Ontario, which he recently attended. He told the story of the Red Deer, Al¬ 
berta, Coin Club, which has only five members but which puts on such interesting pro¬ 
grams in that remote place that it has to charge admission to its meetings to cover the 
cost of refreshments. 

DUES: Dues for I 988 will be collected at the November meeting, after a vote is taken 
on the amount to be charged. 

PERSONALS: Congratualations to Saul Needleman on being appointed Regional Director for 

the American Numismatic Association. Saul also has an article in the Oct. TAMS Journal. 
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The 206th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will "be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 


Wednesday, December 16, I987 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER-DECEMBER: A truly out¬ 
standing program has been arranged for tonight: 
Dr. Roger Coleson, Ph.D., will address us on 
’’The Development of the Hebrew Script.” Dr. 
Coleson, an accomplished scribe, earned his de¬ 
gree from the Oriental Institute and is working 
towards ordination at the Hebrew Theological 
Seminary. He is currently teaching at the Ida 
Crown Jewish Academy, Pratt and California. Be 
sure to bring a guest to hear this exceptional 
presentation! Refreshments will be served, and 
ancient coins with Hebrew inscriptions would be 
appropriate exhibits. 



RECAP OF OCTOBER MEETING: President Robert Greenstein called the meeting to order with 
11 members and a table groaning with white elephants present. Since the program was 
our annual Donated Auction, he reversed the usual order of business and led off with 
the exhibits. 


SHOW AND TELL: The first exhibitor was Robert Leonard , who dis¬ 
played 15 Judaic tokens he had acquired at the recent IKO-TAMS 
show in Englewood, Ohio. They included five charity tokens, five 
trade tokens and store cards, and five shekel tokens of the Pa¬ 
trick Mint, plus a wooden shekel. Among these were an aluminum 
charity token of the Mount Sinai Hospital and Clinic, Los Angeles, 

Calif., "The Institution With A Heart," showing the Ten Command¬ 
ments and an inscription in Hebrew and English, "Mercy Shown Fel¬ 
low Men will win Mercy in Heaven." This token was probably issued 
about 19^0. Ben Odesser was the next exhibitor; he brought a dis¬ 
play of exonumia from Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania—his birthplace—that was displayed 
at the IKO-TAMS show at the request of his good friend, Rodger Hershey, exhibit chair¬ 
man. An amazing variety of items from this place, famous for Punxsutawney Phil, the 
groundhog, were included. The third exhibitor was Harry Flower . Harry brought a copy 
of a poster issued by the British at the beginning of the Palestine Mandate, reprinted 
in actual size in the Holy Land Philatelist (now defunct) in the early 1950's. This 
poster depicted the gold and silver coins that were legally permitted to circulate in 
Palestine in actual size, and on the pictures Harry placed the actual coins, including 
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challenge to 



an English gold sovereign and Italian 20 lire. A most impressive 
display! Our last exhibitor was Saul Needleman , who showed 
three of the six known (a seventh is rumored, Saul said) varie¬ 
ties of the Moses and the Ten Commandments elongated cent, ori¬ 
ginally issued during the 1930's. They differ in the position 
of Moses' finger. A complete set of all six varieties is a real 
Saul reported. 


BUSINESS: A plan will be developed for INSI to host the Great Lakes Numismatic Seminar 
next year, it was reported. The members voted to raise dues for I 988 to $12 to partialy 
cover rising expenses. Also, members may sponsor refreshments at a meeting in honor of 
a special event. Contact Joe Sporn to pay your I 988 dues or to sign up for refresh¬ 
ments. 

AUCTION RESULTS: Approdmately $140 was realized at the auction, which will provide a 
much-needed subsidy to INSI's operations during the coming year. We thank Ben Odesser 
for his usual amusing and effective calling of the lots, and the entire membership for 
being so generous with their donations and their bids. A great deal of very worthwhile 
numismatic and nonnumismatic material was sold, and the relatively low turnout meant 
that some attractive material was left over. It will be sold at future meetings. 


COIN ORDERS: Orders for the I 987 Hanukkiya from England Hanukka coins and official 
uncirculated Hanukka coin sets will be taken at the meeting. The silver coins consist 
of a 2 new sheqalim proof and 1 new sheqel brilliant uncirculated, both depicting a 
Hanukka lamp made in England in 1709 and now in the Felix Nabarro Collection of the 
Jewish Museum in London. Mintages are limited to 11,000 and 11,500, respectively. The 
set is priced at $44.00. The uncirculated coin set is actually a double set of the 
five denominations (10 coins), one as usual and one with the word "Hanukka" added in 
Hebrew and English. It is priced at $10.00. A special set of only the I 988 Hanukka 
coins in a plastic showcase is priced at $9.00. 
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Two New Sheqalim 

One New Sheqel 

28.8 gm„ 850 Fine 

14.4 gm., 850 Fine 

Gem Proof 

Brilliant Uncirculated 

Maximum Mintage 11,000 

Maximum Mintage 11,500 


PHOTOS ENLARGED TO SHOW DETAIL 









